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Seventh Grade          
ELA Pacing Guide 
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Pacing Guide 
This pacing guide provides a map for instructing the required standards in a logical sequence.  Just as a map may show multiple routes for arriving at a destination, 
a pacing document is simply a guide for ensuring all standards are instructed within an academic school year.  While it is the expectation that standards noted in a 
specified nine weeks be instructed within that period, teachers have the professional liberty to teach these standards in a preferred order during that nine-weeks 
period.   
 
Teachers are certainly the authority on how to teach the standard.  Teaching grade-level standards to a depth that ensures students master the content by the end 
of the school year is the goal.  Teachers must teach a curriculum that favors depth over breadth rather than being an inch deep and a mile wide. Assessing the 
learning needs of each student and providing interventions to help students master grade-level standards are critical to student academic growth.  
 
Integration of social studies and/or science standards in ELA and math instruction is encouraged as feasible.  Teacher collaboration for the purpose of integrating 
instruction of literacy, social studies, and/or science standards will enhance the total instructional program of a school.   

 
 
Reading Model 
Grades K – 8 models for teaching literacy are embedded in our instructional culture.  These research-based models are intended to provide a framework for 
planning instruction.  Critical components include whole group and small group instruction.  Grade-level standards are taught to all students during whole group 
instruction, where activities are differentiated for students as needed.   During small group instruction, students have the opportunity to read on their instructional 
level and teachers address skill deficits identified through formative assessments.  Additionally, independent reading provides essential practice which promotes 
increased fluency and a love of reading.  Read-alouds provide opportunity for teachers to model appropriate fluency and expression.  Suggested instructional times 
are noted for each component.  These times are simply a guide, not a requirement for daily instruction.  It is expected that small group instruction of all struggling 
readers be scheduled daily.        
 
 
Learning Targets 
Learning targets are statements of what we want students to learn and be able to do.  The intention for the lesson is one of the most important things students 
should learn.  Students who don’t know the intention of a lesson expend precious time and energy trying to figure out what their teachers expect them to learn.   

Moss, C., Brookhart, S. & Long, B. (March 2011). Knowing Your Learning Target. Educational Leadership. 66-69. Print  

Learning targets are noted below each standard in social studies.  The targets listed provide a starting point.  As teachers discuss the meaning of individual 
standards, additional targets that show what students should learn and the depth of the expected learning will be identified. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Tennessee State Standards 

   ---Format and Key Terms 
 

The standards for ELA are divided into six strands: 

 Reading: Literature (RL) 

 Reading: Informational Text (RI) 

 Reading: Foundational Skills (K-5) (RF) 

 Writing (W) 

 Speaking and Listening (SL) 

 Language (L) 

A set of College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, which spell out the ultimate expectations for college- and career-ready students, forms the pinnacle of 
each strand. At each K-12 grade level, the Anchor Standards are represented by specific iterations outlining the progression of skills as students move through the 
grades.   

Standard notation is as follows:  RL.7.2 → Reading Literature. Grade 7. Standard  

  



Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit 1: Fiction and Nonfiction (Weeks 1-3) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Context Clues 

Reading Skill: 

Literature:  

Determining Theme in Fiction  

  

Determining Central Idea in 

Nonfiction  

     

Point of View  

 

Informational Text: 

Locating Types of 

Information  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Fiction and Nonfiction  

Communication Workshop:  

  

Collaborative 

Discussions/Accountable Talk  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

SSR:  

(15-20 min. DAILY) 

Required Conferencing 

Conferencing should begin 

after Labor Day.  

  

Please refer to pages 34-41 in 

The Teacher’s Guide to Big 

Blocks for guidance during 

SSR.  

  

See page 195 for questions to 

ask when reading fiction and 

nonfiction texts.   

  

Prefixes:   

Re-  

In- 

Trans- 

Ac-  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop 

Informative Text 

Descriptive Essay  

     

Writing Trait: 

Voice in Writing  

 

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling 

Noun/Pronouns  

Academic Words: 

Context Clues 

Theme  

Point of View 

Central Idea  

  

12   Powerful   words,     

Tier II words from stories 

Greek and Latin Roots 

Prefixes and Suffixes  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs2-97), Teacher Edition (Pgs.2-97) 

Literary Analysis:  

Determining Theme in Fiction (P.6) 

Determining Central Idea in Nonfiction (P.7)  

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  
More Assessable Selection (Pg. 26), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 34) 

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 52), More Challenging Selection (Pg.62) 

Reading for Information: Locate Types of Information (Pgs.72-76) 

Comparing Literary Works:  

Selection Test Unit Resources (Pgs.42-47,63-68,81-86,102-107)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading: Context Clues (Pgs. SE 70-71)*optional Comparing 

Literary Works Test Unit Resources (Pgs. 119-124)*optional Spiral 

Review:  *optional  

Narrative Text (Pgs. SE 30,40) 

Point of View (Pgs.SE 57,66)  

Comparing Literary Works: Fiction and Nonfiction (Pgs.SE 84,90)*optional  

  

Benchmark Test 1 Unit Resources (Pgs. 127-137)*optional  

Fiction and Nonfiction (Pgs. 78-79,91)  

Writing Workshop: Informative Text: Descriptive Essay (Pgs. 92-97)  

Vocabulary Workshop: Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus (Pg. 184-185)  

Communication Workshop: Collaborative Discussions/Accountable Talk  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.    www.learnzillion.com  

Choices may include the following but are not limited to these:  www.newsela.com   

 www.tweentribune.com 
www.achievethecore.org  

http://www.commonlit.org/  

 https://ldc.org/  

 From The Tale of the Mandarin Ducks (Pgs.9-10)  http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

 From The Great Fire (Pgs.19-20)    

  

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 

characters or narrators in a text 

RL.7.6 

 I can recognize and explain the various points of view in a text. (first person, third 

person limited, third person omniscient) 

 I can analyze how an author develops and contrasts the point of view of different 

characters. 

 I can recognize how point of view can alter the audience's perception of characters 

or the narrator in the text 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI.7.2 

 I can determine two or more central ideas in a text. 

 I can analyze the development of more than one central idea over the course of a 

text. 

 I can provide and objective summary based on the central ideas of a text using 

specifics from the text to support my response. 

RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how 

ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 

RI.7.2 

 I can recognize and discuss key individuals, including the main and subordinate 

characters in a text. 

 I can determine how key individuals, events, or ideas "come to life" in a text. 

 I can identify and cite textual information that contributes to the quality and 

understanding of the text. 

 I can demonstrate how characters respond and change throughout the text. 

 I can explain the interactions and influences between individuals and events and how 

both can affect the outcome. 

RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

RI.7.5 

 I can read a text and understand how the author organized it. 

 I can explain how the organization of the text helps me understand the topic. 

 I can explain how the individual parts of a text contribute to the overall meaning of 

the text. 

RI.7.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the  author 

distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

RI.7.6 

 I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

 I can explain the author's purpose of an informational text. 

 I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text. 

Writing: Informative/Explanatory Text 
W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.7.2 

 I can examine a topic and convey ideas through writing informative and explanatory 

texts. 

 I can convey ideas, concepts and information through the selection, organization, 

and analysis of relevant content within my writing. 

  



 

W.7.2.a Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension 

W.7.2a 

 I can introduce a topic clearly; previewing what is to follow with the use of a thesis 

statement. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts and information clearly in my writing. 

 I can use strategies such as definition, classification, and comparison/contrast and 

cause/effect to enhance comprehension. 

 I can include formatting (e.g. headings, graphics, charts, tables and multimedia) to 

aid comprehension. 

W.7.2.b Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples. 

W.7.2b 

 I can develop a topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples to support my topic. 

W.7.2c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

ideas and concepts. 

W.7.2c 

 I can use appropriate transitions throughout my writing to create cohesion. 

 I can clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts in my writing. 

W.7.2.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.7.2d 

 I can use precise language and domain (content) specific vocabulary to inform or 

explain the topic. 

W.7.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.7.2e 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style within my writing. 

W.7.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.7.2f 

 I can organize a concluding statement that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented through my thesis and supporting details. 

Speaking and Listening: Collaborative Discussions 
SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 

 

SL.7.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

SL.7.1a 

 I can identify key ideas from reading material or research. 

 I can reflect on discussion topics using evidence from the text and/or research. 

 I can justify ideas and responses shared with evidence from text or research and 

modify when warranted. 

 I can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing acquired and prior 

knowledge of grade 7 topics and texts. 

SL.7.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and 

deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

SL.7.1b 

 I can describe components of a collegial discussion and planning. 

 I can track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, defining individual roles as 
needed. 

 I can demonstrate collegial rules during discussion. 

SL.7.1c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and  comments 

with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.1c 

 I can formulate comments, questions, and responses bases on evidence from the text 

or topic. 

 I can articulate personal ideas clearly. 

 I can pose relevant questions that elicit elaboration on the topic or text. 

 I can respond to questions and comments with relevant details, bringing discussion 

back on topic as needed. 

  



 

SL.7.1d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modifies 

their own views 

SL.7.1d 

 I can recognize key ideas and new information posed during discussions. 

 I can evaluate new information posed and form personal opinions. 

 I can interpret other’s opinions. 

 I can acknowledge new information posed and respond to change viewpoints as 

needed. 

Language 
L.7.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing 

L.7.2 

 I can demonstrate the correct use of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 

L.7.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.7.4a 

 I can identify multiple meaning words and phrases. 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases by using context as a clue to word meaning 

L.7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel) 

L.7.4b 

 I can use grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots to figure out word 

meanings. 

L.7.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.7.4c 

 I can use print and digital reference materials to: find pronunciations, determine or 

clarify precise meanings, and identify a word’s part of speech. 

 I can recognize strategies for finding meanings of unknown words. 

L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.7.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 



Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit 1: Fiction and Nonfiction (Weeks 4-6) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Author’s Purpose 

Reading Skill: 

Literature: 

Setting  

Details  

Background Knowledge 

Historical Context  

  

Informational Text: 

Analyzing Structure and 

Purpose  

  

Comparing Literary Works: 

Characters  

Communication Workshop: 

Collaborative 

Discussion/Accountable Talk  

  

  

  

  

  

SSR:  

(15-20 min. DAILY) 

Required Conferencing  

  

Please refer to pages 34-41  in 

The Teacher’s Guide to Big 

Blocks for guidance during 

SSR.  

  

See page 195 for questions 

to ask when reading fiction 

and nonfiction texts.   

  

 Roots:   

-vit-  

-viv-  

-manere-  

-dict-  

-sper-  

-spes-  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing Workshop  

Narrative Text 

Autobiographical Narrative  

  

Writing Trait:   

Voice in Writing  

 

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling 

Noun/Pronouns  

Academic Words: 

Author’s Purpose 

Historical Context 

Setting  

  

12    Powerful   words,     

Tier II words from stories 

Greek and Latin Roots 

Prefixes and Suffixes  

  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

  

  

Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs98-195 ), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 98a-195 ) 

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 102), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 114) 

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 132), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 140)  

  

Reading for Information: Analyze Structure and Purpose (Pgs.154)  

  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Characters (Pgs. 162-175)  

  

Writing Workshop: Narrative Text: Autobiographical Narrative (Pgs.176-183)   Vocabulary 

Workshop: Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus (Pg. 184-185)     Communication Workshop: 

Collaborative Discussions/Accountable Talk and Delivering a Narrative Presentation  

Selection Test Unit Resources (Pgs.146-151,185-190,206-211)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading: Author’s Purpose (Pgs. SE 152-153)*optional 

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources (Pgs. 223-228)*optional 

Cumulative Review (Pgs. 188-191)*optional  

Performance Tasks: (Pgs. 192-193)*optional  
Spiral Review:  *optional  

Setting (Pgs. SE 109, 120)   Historical 

Context (Pgs.SE 136, 148)  

Comparing Literary Works: Characters (Pgs.SE 167,170)  

  

Benchmark Test 2 Unit Resources (Pgs. 234-242)*optional 

ExamView CD  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

From The Tale of the Mandarin Ducks (Pgs.9-10) 

From The Great Fire (Pgs.19-20)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org  

www.learnzillion.com 

 http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

 

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes 

the characters or plot). 

RL.7.3 

 I can recognize how literary elements affect on another. 

 I can recognize how interactions with setting and character can alter outcomes. 

 I can explain how authors use elements such as language choice or organization, in 

order to achieve their purpose. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how 

ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 

RI.7.3 

 I can recognize and discuss key individuals, including the main and subordinate 

characters in a text. 

 I can determine how key individuals, events, or ideas "come to life" in a text. 

 I can identify and cite textual information that contributes to the quality and 

understanding of the text. 

 I can demonstrate how characters respond and change throughout the text. 

 I can explain the interactions and influences between individuals and events and how 

both can affect the outcome. 

RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

RI.7.5 

 I can read a text and understand how the author organized it. 

 I can explain how the organization of the text helps me understand the topic. 

 I can explain how the individual parts of a text contribute to the overall meaning of 

the text. 

RI.7.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the  author 

distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

RI.7.6 

 I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

 I can explain the author's purpose of an informational text. 

 I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text. 

 I can analyze how two or more texts by different authors shape their ideas through 

differing points of view and purposes. 

Writing: Informative/Explanatory Text 
W.7.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
 

W.7.3a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally 

and logically. 

W.7.3a 

 I can define point of view. 

 I can identify various points of view in a narrative. 

 I can use a variety of techniques to engage the reader and establish context and 
point of view. 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imagined experiences or events that 

engages the reader or establishes a context and point of view. 

  



 

W.7.3b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters. 

W.7.3b 

 I can use dialogue, pacing, description to develop events and characters. 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imagined experiences or events that use 

techniques such as dialogue, pacing and description to develop experiences, events 

and characters. 

W.7.3c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal 

shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

W.7.3c 

 I can use a variety of transitions to move events along and to signal shifts in a 

narrative. 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imagined experiences or events that use a 

variety of transitions to convey sequence and signal shifts. 

W.7.3d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 

capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

W.7.3d 

 I can identify how authors use precise words/phrases, description and sensory details 

to help readers visualize or sense the action of a narrative. 

 I can use precise, descriptive, and sensory language to capture the action and to 

develop experiences and events. 

 I can compare and contrast relevant vs. irrelevant details developing experiences, 

events, and characters. 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imagined experiences or events that use 

appropriate precise, descriptive sensory language. 

W.7.3e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or 

events. 

W.7.3e 

 I can develop conclusions that reflect on the events of a narrative. 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imagined experiences or events that lead to 
a reflective conclusion. 

Speaking and Listening: Collaborative Discussion Continued from Weeks 1-3 
SL.7.1.a Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

SL.7.1a 

 I can read to gather evidence. 

 I can refer to evidence to talk about how it affects a topic. 

 I can use evidence to build on the ideas under discussion. 

SL.7.1.b Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and 

deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

SL.7.1b 

 I can help define and follow the group’s rules for how to discuss  ideas. 

 I can keep track of the group’s goals and deadlines; I can recognize when the 

discussion gets off-topic. 

 I can actively play my role within a group. 

SL.7.1.c Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and  comments 

with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.1c 

 I can prepare and ask questions that invite more discussion from others. 

 I can respond to other’s ideas and questions. 

 I can use strategies that help keep the group on topic. 

SL.7.1.d Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modifies 

their own views. 

SL.7.1d 

 I can listen to and understand others’ ideas and integrate them into my own  ideas. 

Language 
L.1a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific 

sentences. 

L.7.1a 

 I can recognize phrases and clauses. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of the conventions of standard English grammar 

when writing to explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and in specific 

sentences. 



 

  I can explain the use of phrases and clauses in general. 

 I can explain the use of phrases and clauses in specific sentences. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of correct usage of conventions of standard English 

grammar when speaking. 

 I can choose phrases and clauses correctly in speaking. 

L.1b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to 

signal differing relationships among ideas. 

L.7.1b 

 I can identify compound-complex sentences. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of the conventions of standard English grammar 

when writing. 

 I can choose the best type of sentence for signaling relationships among ideas. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of the conventions of standard English grammar 

when speaking. 

 I can select and combine sentences to show relationships between and among 

speakers. 

L.7.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.7.4c 

 I can use print and digital reference materials to: find pronunciations, determine or 

clarify precise meanings, and identify a word’s part of speech. 

 I can recognize strategies for finding meanings of unknown words. 

L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.7.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 

Communication Workshop: Delivering a Narrative Presentation 
SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 

with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation 

SL.7.4 

 I can identify claims/findings. 

 I can identify important points. 

 I can identify appropriate eye contact. 

 I can identify adequate volume. 

 I can identify clear pronunciation. 

 I can determine important points and pertinent descriptions, facts, details and 

examples. 

 I can sequence the following in a focused, coherent manner: claims, findings, 

important points, pertinent descriptions, facts and details and examples. 

 I can present claims and findings. 

 I can emphasize important points. 

 I can present information in a focused, coherent manner, including pertinent 

descriptions, facts, details, and examples. 

 I can demonstrate appropriate eye contact, adequate volume and clear 

pronunciation. 

     



Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Short Stories (Weeks 7-9) Prentice 
Hall Literature Series  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

  
  
  
  

Reading: Literature &  
Information Text 

Reading Focus:  

Predicting  

Reading Skill:  

Literature: 

Plot   

Character  

  

Informational Text: 

Understand Text Structure 

and Purpose  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Comparing Idioms  

Speaking and Listening  

Communication Workshop:  

Delivering an Oral Summary  

  

   

  

  

Independent Reading  

SSR:  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 403 for questions to 

ask when reading short 

stories.  

  

Word Study  
(minimal list)  

Roots:   

-tract-  

-spir-  

Suffixes:  

-ance  

-tion  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing  

Writing Workshop 

Argument   

Response to Literature   

  

Writing Trait:   

     Tone  

Language:   

 Capitalization  

 Punctuation  

 Spelling 

Verbs/verb tense  

Vocabulary  
(minimal list) 

Academic Words: 

Predicting  

Plot   

Character  

Text Structure 

Idioms 

Connotations 

Denotations  

  

12 Powerful words,     

Tier II words from stories 

Greek and Latin Roots 

Prefixes and Suffixes  

Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs198-307), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 196-307)  Selection Test Unit Resources (Pgs.35-40.56-61,74-79, 95-100)*optional  

Literary Analysis Workshop: Analyzing How Elements Interact (Pgs.202-203) 

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

 More Assessable Selection (Pg. 220), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 228)  

 More Assessable Selection (Pg. 252), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 260) 

Reading for Information: Understand Text Structure and Purpose (Pgs.282) 

Comparing Literary Works:  

Comparing Idioms (Pgs. 228,292,295,299,301)   

Unit Resources (Pg.106)  

Writing Workshop: Argument: Response to Literature (Pgs.302-307) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Word Origins (Pg. 392-393)  

Test Practice: Reading:(Pgs. SE 280-281)*optional  
Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources (Pgs. 112-117)*optional  

  

Spiral Review:  *optional 

Plot (Pgs. SE 241)  

Characters (Pgs.SE 255,270)  

Comparing Literary Works: Comparing Idioms (Pgs.SE 295,297) 

Benchmark Test 3 Unit Resources (Pgs. 120-124)*optional 

ExamView CD  

  

Communication Workshop: Delivering an Oral Summary (Pg. 394-395)  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
  www.achievethecore.org 

 

www.learnzillion.com  

A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  www.newsela.com   

    Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  www.tweentribune.com  http://www.commonlit.org/  

 https://ldc.org/  

 The Dinner Party (Pgs. 205-206)  http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

 The Treasure of Lemon Brown (Pgs. 207-215)  

 

http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes 

the characters or plot). 

RL.7.3 

 I can recognize how literary elements affect on another. 

 I can recognize how interactions with setting and character can alter outcomes. 

 I can explain how authors use elements such as language choice or organization, in 

order to achieve their purpose. 

RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of 

sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or 

drama. 

RL.7.4 

 I can define and identify various forms of figurative language (simile, metaphor, 

hyperbole, personification, alliteration, assonance, and onomatopoeia). 

 I can distinguish between literal language (it means exactly what it says) and 

figurative language (sometimes what you say is not exactly what you mean). 

 I can recognize the difference between denotative meanings (all words have a 

dictionary definition) and connotative meanings (hinted or secondary). 

 I can explain why authors use rhyme and repetition of sounds (alliteration and 

assonance) to draw attention to a particular section to the text. 

RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 

characters or narrators in a text. 

RL.7.6 

 I can classify “point of view” as: 

 first person (an inside narrator tells the story; “I”) 

 second person (narrator speaks directly to reader; “you”) 

 third person (an outside narrator tells the story; “he”, “she”, or “it”) 

 third person limited (an outside narrator tells the story but knows the thoughts of 

one character), or 

 third person omniscient (an outside narrator tells the story and knows the thoughts 

of all characters). 

 I can analyze how an author develops the points of view (e.g., opinions, attitudes, 

mental positions from which things are viewed) of characters and narrators by 

revealing thoughts, feelings, actions, and spoken words. 

 I can contrast the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 

 I can analyze how two or more texts by different authors shape their ideas through 

differing points of view and purposes. 

 I can recognize how different authors use evidence to develop different 

interpretations of facts. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

RI.7.8 

 I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

 I can explain the author's purpose of an informational text. 

 I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text. 

Writing: Argumentative: Response to Literature 
W.7.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence W.7.1 

 I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

 I can recognize the validity of sources that relate to the relevance of evidence. 



 

  I can distinguish and use primary and secondary resources in my writing. 

W.7.1a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the 

reasons and evidence logically. 

W.7.1a 

 I can introduce claims within my writing. 

 I can acknowledge alternate or opposing claims. 

 I can organize reasons and evidence to support my claims logically 

W.7.1b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate,  credible 

sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

W.7.1b 

 I can support claims with logical reasoning and relevant evidence within my writing. 

 I can support claims using accurate, credible sources. 

 I can demonstrate an understanding of the topic of the text. 

W.7.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

W.7.1c 

 I can use words, phrases and clauses to create cohesion in my writing. 

 I can clarify the relationships among claims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.7.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.7.1d 

 I can distinguish between formal and informal writing styles. 

 I can establish and maintain a formal writing style. 

W.7.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented 

W.7.1e 

 I can create a concluding statement that supports my argument. 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Delivering an Oral Summary 
SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 

with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.7.4 

 I can identify claims/findings. 

 I can identify important points. 

 I can identify appropriate eye contact. 

 I can identify adequate volume. 

 I can identify clear pronunciation. 

 I can determine important points and pertinent descriptions, facts, details and 

examples. 

 I can sequence the following in a focused, coherent manner: claims, findings, 

important points, pertinent descriptions, facts and details and examples. 

 I can present claims and findings. 

 I can emphasize important points. 

 I can present information in a focused, coherent manner, including pertinent 

descriptions, facts, details, and examples. 

 I can demonstrate appropriate eye contact, adequate volume and clear 

pronunciation. 

Language 
L.7.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.6.4c 

 I can use print and digital reference materials to: find pronunciations, determine or 

clarify precise meanings, and identify a word’s part of speech. 

 I can recognize strategies for finding meanings of unknown words. 



 

L.7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

L.7.4b 

 I can identify grade appropriate roots and affixes. 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 
phrases by using Greek and Latin affixed and roots as clues to word meaning 

L.7.5a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in 

context. 

L.7.5a 

 I can analyze text to locate figures of speech and interpret meanings in context. 

L.7.5c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending). 

L.7.5c 

 I can recognize the meaning of the terms connotation (associations) and denotations 

(definitions). 

 I can distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations. 



Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Short Stories (Weeks 10-12) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  Word Study  Writing  Vocabulary  

Reading Focus: 

Making Inferences 

Reading Skill: 

Literature:  

     Inferences  

Conflict and Resolution 

Theme  

  

Informational Text: 

Connecting Ideas to make 

Inferences and 

Generalizations Comparing 

Literary Works: Irony  

Communication Workshop  

Delivering an Oral Summary  

  

  

SSR: As required in RCS 

Reading Model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 403 for questions to 

ask when reading short 

stories.  

  

Prefix:  

mal-  per- 

Suffixes:  

-ment  

-ious  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Research: Poster or News 

Story  

  

 Writing Trait:   

Conventions in Writing  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling 

Adjectives 

Adverbs  

  

Continue with Nouns, 

Pronouns and Verbs as 

needed.  

Academic Words: 

Inferences 

Conflict/resolution 

Theme  

Irony  

  

12   Powerful   words,     

Tier II words from stories 

Greek and Latin Roots 

Prefixes and Suffixes  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs308-403), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 308a-403) 

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

 More Assessable: The Third Wish (Pg. 312), More Challenging: Amigo Brothers (Pg. 

322)  

More Assessable: Zoo (Pg. 340), More Challenging :Ribbons (Pg.  346) 

Reading for Information: Connecting Ideas to make Inferences and Generalizations 

(Pgs.364)  

Comparing Literary Works: Irony  

 After Twenty Years (Pgs. 372)   

 He-y, Come on O-ut! (Pg.378)     

Vocabulary Workshop: Word Origins (Pgs. 392-393)  

  Communication Workshop: Delivering an Oral Summary (Pgs.394-395)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 2(Pgs.139-143, 159-164, 177-182, 198-203)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading:(Pgs. SE 362-363)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 2(Pgs. 215-220)*optional 

Benchmark Test 4, Unit 2 Resources (Pg.226-233)*optional  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

1. Inferences (Pgs. SE 314,328) 

2. Theme (Pgs.SE 342, 353)  

3. Irony (Pgs.SE 377  

Cumulative Review (Pgs. 396-399)*optional 

Performance Tasks (Pg. 400-401)*optional  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice  

 during a nine week period.  

 Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

 

 The Dinner Party (Pgs. 205-206)  

 The Treasure of Lemon Brown (Pgs. 207-215)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org 

  

www.learnzillion.com  
 http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  

  
  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I  Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.7.1 

 I can cite textual evidence that strongly supports a text. 

 I can strongly support an analysis of what a text says explicitly. 

 I can draw inferences from a text. 

RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.7.2 

 I can determine a theme/central idea in a text. 

 I can analyze a theme through an entire text. 

 I can provide an objective summary of a theme as it develops through the text and 

give critical details, maintaining chronological, sequential, and logical order. 

 I can support my summary of a theme through examples in the text. 

 I can analyze plot to determine how conflicts are resolved. 

 I can describe the author's use of literary elements. 

RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 

shapes the characters or plot) 

RL.7.3 

 I can recognize how literary elements affect on another. 

 I can recognize how interactions with setting and character can alter outcomes. 

 I can explain how authors use elements such as language choice or organization, in 

order to achieve their purpose. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text say 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.7.1 

 I can define “textual evidence”. 

 I can define “inference”. 

 I can explain how to use details and/or evidence from the text to reach a logical 

conclusion. 

 I can read closely to figure out what the text is saying directly. 

 I can draw conclusions (infer) about what the author means, but does not say 

specifically. 

Research: Poster and News Story 
W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 

generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation. 

W.7.7 

 I can access and use a variety of print and digital sources. 

 I can generate a variety of research questions, narrowing the questions down to one 

researchable question. 

 I can use the research question to guide my search through print and digital  sources. 

 I can generate additional, relevant research questions throughout my writing 

process. 

SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.7.6 

 I can identify general academic and context specific words and phrases that are grade 

appropriate. 



 

  I can gather vocabulary knowledge when considering words and phrases important 

to comprehension or expression. 

 I can interpret meaning and use accurately the words and phrases important to the 

comprehension of academic and context specific words. 

 I can apply knowledge of vocabulary when considering words and phrases 

important to comprehension or expression. 

 I can select appropriate resources to aid in gathering vocabulary knowledge. 

W.7.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension 

W.7.2a 

 I can introduce a topic clearly; previewing what is to follow with the use of a thesis 

statement. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts and information clearly in my writing. 

 I can use strategies such as definition, classification, and comparison/contrast and 

cause/effect to enhance comprehension. 

 I can include formatting (e.g. headings, graphics, charts, tables and multimedia) to 

aid comprehension 

W.7.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.7.2e 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style within my writing. 

Speaking and Listening: Delivering an Oral Summary 

SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 

with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation 

SL.7.4 

 I can identify claims/findings. 

 I can identify important points. 

 I can identify appropriate eye contact. 

 I can identify adequate volume. 

 I can identify clear pronunciation. 

 I can determine important points and pertinent descriptions, facts, details and 

examples. 

 I can sequence the following in a focused, coherent manner: claims, findings, 

important points, pertinent descriptions, facts and details and examples. 

 I can present claims and findings. 

 I can emphasize important points. 

 I can present information in a focused, coherent manner, including pertinent 

descriptions, facts, details, and examples. 

 I can demonstrate appropriate eye contact, adequate volume and clear 

pronunciation. 

Language 
L.7.2a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable 

movie. He wore an old [,] green shirt). 

L.7.2a 

 I can use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives. 

 I know that coordinate adjectives describe the same word or term. 

L.7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

L.7.4b 

 I can identify grade appropriate roots and affixes. 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 



 

 phrases by using Greek and Latin affixed roots as clues to word meaning. 

L.7.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.7.4c 

 I can use print and digital reference materials to: find pronunciations, determine or 

clarify precise meanings, and identify a word’s part of speech. 

 I can recognize strategies for finding meanings of unknown words 

L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.7.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 

L.7.5a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in 

context. 

L.7.5a 

 I can analyze text to locate figures of speech and interpret meanings in context 

L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

L.7.6 

 I can acquire and use grade-appropriate academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases. 

 I can gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or express 



Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Drama (Weeks 13-15)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  Word Study  Writing  Vocabulary  

Reading Focus: 

Summarizing  

    

Reading Skill:  

Literature:  

Distinguish between 

important and unimportant 

details to summarize  

  

Character Motives  

  

Informational Text:  

Identify Bias and Stereotyping  

  

Comparing Literary Works:  

 Comparing Dramatic 

Speeches  

Communication Workshop:  SSR: As required in RCS 

Reading Model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 897 for questions to 

ask when reading types of 

drama.  

Roots:  

-sist-  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop: 

Explanatory Text: 

Cause & Effect Essay  

  

Research: Film Version 

Writing Trait: Conventions 

Correcting Subject-verb 

agreement with   

compound sentences  

  

  

Language:  

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling  

Sentence Functions and 

end marks  

  

Academic Words: 

Perspective 

Interjections 

Double Negative 

Claim  

Dialogue 

Soliloquy 

Monologue 

Theme   

  

12   Powerful   words,     

Tier II words from stories 

Greek and Latin Roots 

Prefixes and Suffixes  

  

Conducting an Interview  

  

  

  

  

 

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 830-897), Teacher Edition (Pgs.830a-897)   Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 5 (Pg106-111)*optional  

 Selection:   

 The Monsters are Due on Maple Street (Pgs. 834-856)  

Test Practice: Summary (Pgs. SE 860-861)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 5(Pgs. 123-128)*optional  

  Cumulative Review: (Pgs 890-893)*optional  

Reading for Information: Editorials: Identify Bias and Stereotyping  Performance Tasks: (Pgs. 894-895)*optional  

  (Pgs.862-865)  Benchmark Test 10, Unit Resources5 (Pg.134-142)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works: Comparing Dramatic Speeches (Pgs.866-877)    
Writing Workshop: Explanatory Text: Cause & Effect Essay (Pgs.878-885)  Spiral Review:    
Vocabulary Workshop: Borrowed and Foreign Words (Pgs.886-887)  
Communications Workshop: Conducting an Interview (Pgs.890-893)  

 Characters’ Motives (Pgs. SE 843,846) 

Comparing Dramatic Speeches (Pgs.SE 869,875  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

from, Sorry, Wrong Number (Pg.727) OR from Dragonwings (Pg.728-730)  

 www.learnzillion.com  

www.newsela.com   

www.tweentribune.com  
www.achievethecore.org 
 

http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/  

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  
  

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.7.2 

 I can determine a theme/central idea in a text. 

 I can analyze a theme through an entire text. 

 I can provide an objective summary of a theme as it develops through the text and 

give critical details, maintaining chronological, sequential, and logical order. 

 I can support my summary of a theme through examples in the text. 

 I can analyze plot to determine how conflicts are resolved. 

 I can describe the author's use of literary elements. 

RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes 

the characters or plot). 

RL.7.3 

 I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

 I can explain the author's purpose of an informational text. 

 I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text. 

RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet)  contributes 

to its meaning. 

RL.7.5 

 I can identify the form or structure of a drama or a poem, such as soliloquies or 

sonnets. 

 I can explain how the drama or poem structure affects or enhances meaning. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 

distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

RL.7.6 

 I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

 I can explain the author's purpose of an informational text. 

 I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text. 

RI.7.9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 

presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different 

interpretations of facts. 

RI.7.9 

 I can analyze how two or more texts by different authors shape their ideas through 

differing points of view and purposes. 

 I can recognize how different authors use evidence to develop different 

interpretations of facts. 

Writing: Explanatory Text:  Cause & Effect Essay (Pgs.878-885) 
W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.7.2 

 I can examine a topic and convey ideas through writing informative and explanatory 

texts. 

 I can convey ideas, concepts and information through the selection, organization, 

and analysis of relevant content within my writing. 

  



 

W.7.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension 

W.7.2a 

 I can introduce a topic clearly; previewing what is to follow with the use of a thesis 

statement. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts and information clearly in my writing. 

 I can use strategies such as definition, classification, and comparison/contrast and 

cause/effect to enhance comprehension. 

 I can include formatting (e.g. headings, graphics, charts, tables and multimedia) to 

aid comprehension. 

W.7.2.b Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples. 

W.7.2b 

 I can develop a topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples to support my topic. 

W.7.2c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

ideas and concepts. 

W.7.2b 

 I can use appropriate transitions throughout my writing to create cohesion. 

 I can clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts in my writing. 

 
W.7.2.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.7.2d 

 I can use precise language and domain (content) specific vocabulary to inform or 

explain the topic. 

W.7.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.7.2e 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style within my writing. 

W.7.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.7.2f 

 I can organize a concluding statement that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented through my thesis and supporting details. 

W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 

generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation. 

W.7.7 

 I can access and use a variety of print and digital sources. 

 I can generate a variety of research questions, narrowing the questions down to one 

researchable question. 

 I can use the research question to guide my search through print and digital sources. 

 I can generate additional, relevant research questions throughout my writing 

process. 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Conducting an Interview (Pgs.890-893) 
SL.7.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

SL.7.1a 

 I can engage in collaborative discussions by coming prepared and referring to 

evidence from the text. 

 I can follow rules and procedures for discussion. 

 I can ask questions that allow others to explain their points and comments. 

 I can acknowledge new information expressed by others and consider it to change 

my views. 

  



 

SL.7.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and 

deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

SL.7.1b 

 I can engage in collaborative discussions by coming prepared and referring to 

evidence from the text. 

 I can follow rules and procedures for discussion. 

 I can ask questions that allow others to explain their points and comments. 

 I can acknowledge new information expressed by others and consider it to change 

my views. 

SL.7.1c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments 

with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on   topic as needed. 

SL.7.1c 

 I can engage in collaborative discussions by coming prepared and referring to 

evidence from the text. 

 I can follow rules and procedures for discussion. 

 I can ask questions that allow others to explain their points and comments. 

 I can acknowledge new information expressed by others and consider it to change 

my views. 

Research: Film Version 
RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or 

multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., 

lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film) 

RL.7.7 

 I can read a story, drama, or poem and listen to an audio version or watch a filmed or 

staged version, and compare/contrast the different mediums. 

 I can compare/contrast, and establish criteria to evaluate how visual media may 

change the purpose and effectiveness within a medium. 

 I can determine techniques used in visual media that may influence opinions, 

decision-making or cultural perceptions. 

Vocabulary Workshop: Borrowed and Foreign Words (Pgs.886-887) 
L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

L.7.3 

 I can choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and 

eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

L.7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

L.7.4b 

 I can use grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots to figure out word 

meanings.. 

L.7.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.7.4c 

 I can use context clues to determine meaning. 

 I can use affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word. 

 I can use reference material to find the pronunciation of a word or determine the 

meaning of a word. 

 I can verify the meaning of a word. 
L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.7.4.d 

 I can use context clues to determine meaning. 

 I can use affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word. 

 I can use reference material to find the pronunciation of a word or determine the 

meaning of a word. 

 I can verify the meaning of a word. 



 

Language 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
L.7.1a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific 

sentences. 

L.7.1a 

 I can introduce claims within my writing. 

 I can acknowledge alternate or opposing claims. 

 I can organize reasons and evidence to support my claims logically. 

L.7.1b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to 

signal differing relationships among ideas. 

L.7.1b 

 I can choose among simple, compound, complex and compound-complex sentences 

to signal differing relationships among ideas. 

L.7.1c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and 

dangling modifiers. 

L.7.1c 

• I can identify misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

• I can correct misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

L.7.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 



Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Drama (Weeks 16-18)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  Word Study  Writing  Vocabulary  

Reading Focus: 

Purpose for Reading  

    

Reading Skill:  

Literature:  

 Preview a text to set a 

purpose for reading.  

 Adjust your reading rate to 

set the purpose for 

reading.  

  

Informational Text: 

Identify the Author’s 

Perspective  

  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Character  

Communication Workshop:  

Conducting an Interview  

  

  

SSR: As required in RCS 

Reading Model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 897 for questions to 

ask when reading types of 

drama.  

Roots:  

-grat-  

  

Prefixes: 

inter-  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop: 

Informative Text: Multimedia 

Report  

  

Writing Trait:  

Ideas  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling      

Usage Problems 

Interjections  

Double Negatives  

  

Academic Words: 

Perspective 

Interjections 

Double Negative 

Dialogue  

12   Powerful   words,     

Tier II words from stories 

Greek and Latin roots 

Prefixes and suffixes  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 718-829), Teacher Edition (Pgs.718-829)  

Selections:   

A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley, Act 4 (Pg    740)  
A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley, Act 2 (Pg.    775)  

  

Reading for Information: Reviews/Radio Interview (Pgs 812)  

  

Comparing Literary Works: Character (Pgs.818-823)  

  

Writing Workshop: Write an Informative Text: Multimedia Report  

 (Pgs.824-828)  

Vocabulary Workshop: Borrowed and Foreign Words (Pgs.886-887) 

Communications Workshop: Conducting an Interview (Pgs.890-893)  

Student Edition (Pgs. 718-829), Teacher Edition (Pgs.718-829)  

Selections:   

A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley, Act 4 (Pg    740)  
A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley, Act 2 (Pg.    775)  

  

Reading for Information: Reviews/Radio Interview (Pgs 812)  

  

Comparing Literary Works: Character (Pgs.818-823)  

  

Writing Workshop: Write an Informative Text: Multimedia Report  

 (Pgs.824-828)  

Vocabulary Workshop: Borrowed and Foreign Words (Pgs.886-887) 

Communications Workshop: Conducting an Interview (Pgs.890-893)  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine week period.  

  Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

from, Sorry, Wrong Number (Pg.727) OR from Dragonwings (Pg.728-730)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org 

  

www.learnzillion.com  

http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 

shapes the characters or plot). 

RL.7.3 

 I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

 I can explain the author's purpose of an informational text. 

 I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text. 

RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy,  sonnet) 

contributes to its meaning. 

RL.7.5 

 I can identify the form or structure of a drama or a poem, such as soliloquies or 

sonnets. 

 I can explain how the drama or poem structure affects or enhances meaning. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the  author 

distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

RI.7.6 

 I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

 I can explain the author's purpose of an informational text. 

 I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text. 

Writing  
W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.7.2 

 I can examine a topic and convey ideas through writing informative and explanatory 

texts. 

 I can convey ideas, concepts and information through the selection, organization, 

and analysis of relevant content within my writing. 

W.7.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension 

W.7.2a 

 I can introduce a topic clearly; previewing what is to follow with the use of a thesis 

statement. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts and information clearly in my writing. 

 I can use strategies such as definition, classification, and comparison/contrast and 

cause/effect to enhance comprehension. 

 I can include formatting (e.g. headings, graphics, charts, tables and multimedia) to 

aid comprehension. 

W.7.2.b Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,  or 

other information and examples. 

W.7.2b 

 I can develop a topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples to support my topic. 

W.7.2c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

ideas and concepts. 

W.7.2b 

 I can use appropriate transitions throughout my writing to create cohesion. 

 I can clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts in my writing. 

  



 

W.7.2.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.7.2d 

 I can use precise language and domain (content) specific vocabulary to inform or 

explain the topic. 

W.7.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.7.2e 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style within my writing. 

W.7.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.7.2f 

 I can organize a concluding statement that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented through my thesis and supporting details. 

W.7.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and 

cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing 

sources. 

W.7.6 

 I can use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish my writing. 

 I can link to and cite sources as well as interacting and collaboration with others, for 

the purpose of my writing. 

W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 

generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation. 

W.7.7 

 I can access and use a variety of print and digital sources. 

 I can generate a variety of research questions, narrowing the questions down to one 

researchable question. 

 I can use the research question to guide my search through print and digital  sources. 

 I can generate additional, relevant research questions throughout my writing 

process. 

W.7.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using  search 

terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 

the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 

for citation. 

W.7.8 

 I can gather relevant information from multiple, print, and digital sources. 

 I can use search engines such as Google, Yahoo, and others to gather and filter 

information for use in a research report. 

 I can identify and gather quotes and data that help contribute to my research. 

 I can cite my sources for research, and be familiar with plagiarism, and how to avoid 

it. 

 I can access the credibility and accuracy of each source I use for my research paper. 

 I can create a bibliography of information or sources based upon my research. 

W.7.9a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a 

fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period 

as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”). 

W.7.8 

 I can compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of the time, place or character in the 

historical account of the same period, as a means of understanding how authors of 

fiction use or alter history. 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Conducting an Interview (Pgs.890-893) 
SL.7.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

SL.7.1a 

 I can engage in collaborative discussions by coming prepared and referring to 
evidence from the text. 

 I can follow rules and procedures for discussion. 

 I can ask questions that allow others to explain their points and comments. 

 I can acknowledge new information expressed by others and consider it to change my 
views. 



 

SL.7.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and 

deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

SL.7.1b 

 I can engage in collaborative discussions by coming prepared and referring to 

evidence from the text. 

 I can follow rules and procedures for discussion. 

 I can ask questions that allow others to explain their points and comments. 

 I can acknowledge new information expressed by others and consider it to change 

my views 

Language 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
L.7.1a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific 

sentences. 

L.7.1a 

 I can recognize phrases and clauses. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of the conventions of standard English grammar 

when writing to explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and in specific 

sentences 

 I can explain the use of phrases and clauses in general 

 I can explain the use of phrases and clauses in specific sentences. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of conventions of Standard English grammar when 

speaking. 

 I can choose phrases and clauses correctly in speaking. 
L.7.1b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to 

signal differing relationships among ideas. 

L.7.1b 

 I can identify the three different sentences types. 

 I can explain the three different sentence types and how they are used when 

expressing ideas through writing. 

L.7.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

L.7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

L.7.4b 

 I can use grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots to figure out word 

meanings. 



Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Poetry (Weeks 19-21)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  Word Study  Writing  Vocabulary  

Reading Focus: 

Drawing Conclusions  

    

Reading Skill:  

Literature:  

 Asking questions to draw 

conclusions  

 Connecting the details to 

draw conclusions  

  

Informational Text: Following 

technical directions 

Comparing Literary Works: 

Narrative poems  

Communication Workshop: 

Evaluating Media Messages 

and Advertisements  

  

    

   

  

SSR: As required in RCS 

Reading Model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 717 for questions to 

ask when reading types of 

poetry.  

Roots:  

-lum-  

-gram-  

  

Suffix:  

-ly  

-y  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop: 

Argument  

Problem-Solution Essay  

  

Vocabulary: Claims, 

Counterclaims  

  

Writing Trait:   

Sentence Fluency  

  

Language:  

 Capitalization  

 Punctuation  

 Spelling  

 Infinitives/infinitive 

phrases  

Appositives/appositive 

phrases  

Academic    Words:    

Drawing conclusions 

Connotation Denotation     

Alliteration      

Repetition 

Onomatopoeia      

Accent  

Internal/external rhyme 

Stress  

Pitch 

Imagery  

  

  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.568-717 ), Teacher Edition (Pgs.568-717 ) 

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

More Assessable: Poetry Collection   1(Pg.586),  

 More Challenging: Poetry Collection 2(Pg. 594)  

More Assessable: Poetry Collection 3(Pg.604,606,608),  

 More Challenging: Poetry Collection 4(Pg.  612,614,616)  

Reading for Information: Technical Directions/product warranty(Pgs. 622) 

Comparing Literary Works: Narrative Poems  

 The Highwayman (Pgs. 630)   

 How I Learned English (Pg.636)  

Writing Workshop: Argument: Problem and Solution Essay (Pgs. 640-645) 

Communication Workshop: Evaluating Media Messages and 

Advertisements (Pgs. 708-709)  

Vocabulary Workshop: Connotation and Denotation (Pgs. 706-707)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 4(Pgs.35-40, 56-61, 74-79, 95-100)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading: Drawing Conclusions:(Pgs. SE 620-621)*optional 

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 4(Pgs. 112-117)*optional 

Benchmark Test 7, Unit Resources 4 (Pg.120-125)*optional  

  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

 Forms of Poetry(Pgs. SE 590)  

 Figurative Language(Pgs.SE 607)  

 Comparing Literary Works: Narrative Poetry (Pgs.SE 632, 638)  

 

ExamView CD  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.   www.learnzillion.com  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  www.newsela.com   

The Railroad Train Or Maestro, The Desert is my Mother, Bailando. Pg. 577-580  www.tweentribune.com  
www.achievethecore.org 
 

   http://www.commonlit.org/  

 https://ldc.org/  
 http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of 

sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or 

drama. 

RL.7.4 

 I can determine the meaning of unknown words and phrases within a given text. 

 I can recognize and comprehend figurative language. 

 I can identify poetic elements (rhyme scheme, rhythm, repetition of sounds, meter, 

tone) in poetry or drama and give examples. 

 I can differentiate between figurative and connotative meaning of a word within a 

text. 

RL.7.5.. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy,  sonnet) 

contributes to its meaning. 

RL.7.5 

 I can identify the form or structure of a drama or a poem, such as soliloquies or 

sonnets. 

 I can explain how the drama or poem structure affects or enhances meaning. 

RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 

characters or narrators in a text. 

RL.7.6 

 I can recognize and explain the various points of view in a text. (first person, third 

person limited, third person omniscient) 

 I can analyze how an author develops and contrasts the point of view of different 

characters. 

 I can recognize how point of view can alter the audience's perception of characters 

or the narrator in the text. 

RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or 

multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., 

lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 

RL.7.7 

 I can read a story, drama, or poem and listen to an audio version or watch a filmed or 

staged version, and compare/contrast the different mediums. 

 I can compare/contrast, and establish criteria to evaluate how visual media may 

change the purpose and effectiveness within a medium. 

 I can determine techniques used in visual media that may influence opinions, 

decision-making or cultural perceptions. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice 

on meaning and tone. 

RI.7.4 

 I can identify the use of figurative language in a text. 

 I can determine the meaning of words and phrases by using context clues in the text. 

 I can analyze how meaning and tone are impacted by specific word choice. 

RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

RL.7.4 

 I can analyze the structure an author uses to organize a nonfiction text. 

 I can analyze how major sections of the text contribute to the whole and to the 

development of ideas. 

 

 
Writing Argumentative  

W.7.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. W.7.1 



 

  I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

 I can recognize the validity of sources that relate to the relevance of evidence. 

 I can distinguish and use primary and secondary resources in my writing 

W.7.1a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the 

reasons and evidence logically. 

W.7.1a 

 I can introduce claims within my writing. 

 I can acknowledge alternate or opposing claims. 

 I can organize reasons and evidence to support my claims logically. 

W.7.1b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 

credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

W.7.1b 

 I can support claims with logical reasoning and relevant evidence within my writing. 

 I can support claims using accurate, credible sources. 

 I can demonstrate an understanding of the topic of the text. 

W.7.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

W.7.1c 

 I can use words, phrases and clauses to create cohesion in my writing. 

 I can clarify the relationships among claims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.7.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.7.1d 

 I can distinguish between formal and informal writing styles. 

 I can establish and maintain a formal writing style. 

W.7.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 

W.7.1e 

 I can create a concluding statement that supports my argument. 

W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 

generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation. 

W.7.7 

 I can access and use a variety of print and digital sources. 

 I can generate a variety of research questions, narrowing the questions down to one 

researchable question. 

 I can use the research question to guide my search through print and digital  sources. 

 I can generate additional, relevant research questions throughout my writing 

process. 

RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

RI.7.8 

 I can trace and evaluate specific arguments and claims within nonfiction texts. 

 I can identify how specific quotes or passages contribute to the argument or claim of 

the text. 

 I can determine whether a claim has sufficient evidence or reasoning to support the 

claim. 

Communication Workshop: Evaluating a Media Message and Advertisements (Pgs. 708-709) 
SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue 

under study. 

SL.7.2 

 I can identify main details and supporting details that contribute to the topic, text or 

issue of study of various media formats. 

 I can analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually quantitatively, orally). 



 

  I can explain how the ideas clarify the topic, text or issue under study 

SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of  the 

reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

SL.7.3 

 I can define and identify sound reasoning. 

 I can define and identify argument. 

 I can define and identify reasons. 

 I can define and identify relevant evidence. 

 I can define and identify sufficient evidence. 

 I can define and identify claims. 

 I can delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

 I can evaluate the soundness of the speaker’s reasoning. 

 I can evaluate the relevance and sufficiency of the speaker’s evidence 

Language 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the grammar and usage when writing or speaking  
L.7.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.7.4c 

 I can use print and digital reference materials to: find pronunciations, determine or 

clarify precise meanings, and identify a word’s part of speech. 

 I can recognize strategies for finding meanings of unknown words. 

L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.7.4c 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 

L.7.1a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific 

sentences. 
 

L.7.5c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending). 

L.7.5c 

 I can recognize the meaning of the terms connotation and denotation. 

 I can distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations. 



Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Poetry (Weeks 22-24)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  Word Study  Writing  Vocabulary  

Reading Focus: 

Paraphrase  

    

Reading Skill:  

Literature:  

Reading Aloud according to 

punctuation to paraphrases 

Reread and restate to 

paraphrase. Informational 

Text: Determine the Main 

Idea  

  

Comparing Literary Works:  

 Imagery  

Communication Workshop 

Evaluating Media Messages 

and Advertisements  

  

   

Research and Technology:  

Survey  

SSR: As required in RCS 

Reading Model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 717 for questions to 

ask when reading types of 

poetry.  

Suffixes:  

-ancy  

-ency  

-less 

Prefixes: 

Im-  

Un-  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop: 

Argument 

Persuasive Essay  

  

Writing Trait:   

Sentence Fluency  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation   

Spelling 

Independent and 

Subordinate Clauses 

Sentence Structure 

Fragments  

Run-ons     Sentence 

Structure  

Academic Words: 

Paraphrase Sound 

Devices Rhythm  

Rhyme  

Imagery 

Connotation 

Denotation 

Alliteration 

Repetition 

Onomatopoeia 

Accent   

Internal/external rhyme 

Stress  

Pitch  

  

  

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.646-717), Teacher Edition (Pgs.646-717)  Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 4 (Pgs.139-143, 159-164, 178-183, 199-204)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading: Paraphrasing (Pgs. SE 684-685)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 4(Pgs. 216-221)*optional 

Cumulative Review Pg. 710-713*optional  

Performance Tasks Pg. 714-715*optional  

Benchmark Test 8, Unit Resources 4 (Pg.227-234)*optional  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

 Sound devices (Pgs. SE 651)  

 Rhythm and Rhyme (Pgs.SE 672, 677)  

 Comparing Literary Works: Imagery (Pgs.SE 695)  

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

More Assessable: Poetry Collection   5(Pg.650  

-654),  

More Challenging: Poetry Collection 6 (Pg. 658-660)  

More Assessable: Poetry Collection 7(Pg.668-672),  

More Challenging: Poetry Collection 8 (Pg. 676-680)  

Reading for Information: Magazine article/Educational Song (Pgs.686)  

Comparing Literary Works: Imagery  

Miracles (Pgs. 694)  

In Just (Pg.696)  

Writing Workshop: Write an Argument: Exposition: Persuasive Essay (Pgs.698-705)  

Communication Workshop: Evaluating Media Messages and Advertisements: (Pgs. 708- 

709)  

Vocabulary Workshop: Connotation and Denotation (Pgs. 706-707)  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.   www.learnzillion.com  

Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  www.newsela.com   

 www.tweentribune.com 
www.achievethecore.org 
  

http://www.commonlit.org/  

 https://ldc.org/  

    The Railroad Train Or Maestro, The Desert is my Mother, Bailando. Pg. 577-580  http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of 

sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or 

drama. 

RL.7.4 

 I can determine the meaning of unknown words and phrases within a given text. 

 I can recognize and comprehend figurative language. 

 I can identify poetic elements (rhyme scheme, rhythm, repetition of sounds, meter, 

tone) in poetry or drama and give examples. 

 I can differentiate between figurative and connotative meaning of a word within a 

text. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

RI.7.5 

 I can analyze the structure an author uses to organize a nonfiction text. 

 I can analyze how major sections of the text contribute to the whole and to the 

development of ideas. 

Writing Workshop: Write an Argument: Exposition: Persuasive Essay (Pgs.698-705) 
W.7.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. W.7.1 

 I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

 I can recognize the validity of sources that relate to the relevance of evidence. 

 I can distinguish and use primary and secondary resources in my writing. 

W.7.1a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the 

reasons and evidence logically 

W.7.1a 

 I can introduce claims within my writing. 

 I can acknowledge alternate or opposing claims. 

 I can organize reasons and evidence to support my claims logically. 

W.7.1b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 

credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

W.7.1b 

 I can support claims with logical reasoning and relevant evidence within my writing. 

 I can support claims using accurate, credible sources. 

 I can demonstrate an understanding of the topic of the text. 

W.7.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

W.7.1c 

 I can use words, phrases and clauses to create cohesion in my writing. 

 I can clarify the relationships among claims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.7.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.7.1d 

 I can distinguish between formal and informal writing styles. 

 I can establish and maintain a formal writing style. 

W.7.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 

W.7.1e 

 I can create a concluding statement that supports my argument. 

 



 

Communication Workshop: Evaluating Media Messages and Advertisements (Pgs. 708-709) 
SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue 

under study. 

SL.7.2 

 I can identify main details and supporting details that contribute to the topic, text or 

issue of study of various media formats. 

 I can analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually quantitatively, orally). 

 I can explain how the ideas clarify the topic, text or issue under study 

SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the  soundness of the 

reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

SL.7.3 

 I can define and identify sound reasoning. 

 I can define and identify argument. 

 I can define and identify reasons. 

 I can define and identify relevant evidence. 

 I can define and identify sufficient evidence. 

 I can define and identify claims. 

 I can delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

 I can evaluate the soundness of the speaker’s reasoning. 

 I can evaluate the relevance and sufficiency of the speaker’s evidence 

Research and Technology Project: Survey (Pg. 683) 
W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 

generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation. 

W.7.7 

 I can access and use a variety of print and digital sources. 

 I can generate a variety of research questions, narrowing the questions down to one 

researchable question. 

 I can use the research question to guide my search through print and digital  sources. 

 I can generate additional, relevant research questions throughout my writing 

process. 

SL.7.1c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and  comments 

with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 
 I can formulate comments, questions, and responses bases on evidence from the text 

or topic. 

 I can articulate personal ideas clearly. 

 I can pose relevant questions that elicit elaboration on the topic or text. 

 I can respond to questions and comments with relevant details, bringing discussion 
back on topic as needed. 

Language 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
L.7.1a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific 

sentences. 

L.7.1a 

 I can recognize phrases and clauses. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of the conventions of standard English grammar 

when writing to explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and in specific 

sentences 

 I can explain the use of phrases and clauses in general 

 I can explain the use of phrases and clauses in specific sentences. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of conventions of Standard English grammar when 

speaking. 

 I can choose phrases and clauses correctly in speaking. 

  



 

L.7.1b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to 

signal differing relationships among ideas. 

L.7.1b 

 I can identify the three different sentences types. 

 I can explain the three different sentence types and how they are used when 
expressing ideas through writing. 

L.7.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.7.4c 

 I can use print and digital reference materials to: find pronunciations, determine or 

clarify precise meanings, and identify a word’s part of speech. 

 I can recognize strategies for finding meanings of unknown words. 

L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary. 

L.7.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 

L.7.5c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending). 

L.7.5c 

 I can recognize the meaning of the terms connotation and denotation. 

 I can distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations. 



Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Types of Nonfiction (Weeks 25-27) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  Word Study  Writing  Vocabulary  

Reading Focus: 

Main Idea 

Reading Skill: 

Literature:  

Main Idea  

  

Informational Text:  

Analyze Author’s Argument  

  

Comparing Literary Works: 

Comparing Biography and 

Autobiography  

Communication 

Workshop: Evaluating a 

Persuasive Presentation  

   

  

SSR: As required in RCS 

Reading Model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 567 for questions 

to ask when reading 

different types of fiction.  

  

Root:   

-just-  

-rupt-  

Suffixes:  

-ness  

-able  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop:  

Explanatory Text: How-to-Essay   

  

Writing Trait:  

 Sentence Fluency 

Language:  

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling  

Conjunctions/Subordinating/Coordinating  

     Prepositions/Prepositional Phrases  

Academic Words: 

Main     Idea    

Biography 

Autobiography 

Conjunctions 

Prepositions 

Prepositional Phrases  

  

12   Powerful   words,     

Tier II words from stories 

Greek and Latin Roots 

Prefixes and Suffixes  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.406-567 ), Teacher Edition (Pgs.406a-567  ) 

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

 More Assessable: Life Without Gravity (Pg.424), More Challenging: Conversational 

Ballgames(Pg.  432)  

 More Assessable: I Am a Native of North America(Pg.444), More Challenging :Volar: 

To  Fly (Pg.452)  

Reading for Information: Analyze Author’s Argument(Pgs.462) 

Comparing Literary Works: Biography/Autobiography  

 A Special Gift-The Legacy of “Snowflake” Bentley (Pgs. 470)   

 No Gumption (Pg.474)  
Writing Workshop: Explanatory Text: How-to-Essay (Pgs.484-489)    Vocabulary 

Workshop: Words with Multiple Meanings (Pgs. 556-557) Communication 

Workshop: Evaluating a Persuasive Presentation (Pg 558-559)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 3(Pgs.35-40,56-61,74-79,95-100)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading:(Pgs. SE 460-461)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 3(Pgs. 112-117)*optional 

Benchmark Test 5, Unit Resources 3 (Pg.120-125)*optional  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

1. Expository Essay(Pgs. SE 425,433)  

2. Reflective Essay(Pgs.SE 446,456)  

3. Comparing Biography/Autobiography (Pgs.SE 471,476)  

   

ExamView CD  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

From Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott(Pg.413)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org 

  

www.learnzillion.com  
 http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  
  
  
  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievthecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI.7.2 

 I can determine two or more central ideas in a text 

 I can analyze the development of more than one central idea over the course of a 

text. 

 I can provide and objective summary based on the central ideas of a text using 

specifics from the text to support my response. 

 I can provide/write an objective summary of the text that is free of biased and 

personal opinions. 

RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how 

ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 

RI.7.3 

 I can recognize and discuss key individuals, including the main and subordinate 

characters in a text. 

 I can determine how key individuals, events, or ideas "come to life" in a text. 

 I can identify and cite textual information that contributes tot the quality and 

understanding of the text. 

 I can demonstrate how characters respond and change throughout the text. 

 I can explain the interactions and influences between individuals and events and how 

both can affect the outcome. 

RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice 

on meaning and tone. 

RI.7.4 

 I can identify the use of figurative language in a text. 

 I can determine the meaning of words and phrases by using context clues in the text. 

 I can analyze how meaning and tone are impacted by specific word choice. 

RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

RI.7.5 

 I can analyze the structure an author uses to organize a nonfiction text. 

 I can analyze how major sections of the text contribute to the whole and to the 

development of ideas. 

RI.7.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the  author 

distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

RI.7.6 

 I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

 I can explain the author's purpose of an informational text. 

 I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text. 

RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

RI.7.8 

 I can trace and evaluate specific arguments and claims within a nonfiction text. 

 I can identify how specific quotes or passages contribute to the argument or claim of 

the text. 

 I can determine whether a claim has sufficient evidence or reasoning to support the 

claim. 

Writing  
W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.7.2 

 I can examine a topic and convey ideas through writing informative and explanatory 

texts. 



 

  I can convey ideas, concepts and information through the selection, organization, 

and analysis of relevant content within my writing. 

W.7.2.a Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.7.2a 

 I can introduce a topic clearly; previewing what is to follow with the use of a thesis 

statement. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts and information clearly in my writing. 

 I can use strategies such as definition, classification, and comparison/contrast and 

cause/effect to enhance comprehension. 

 I can include formatting (e.g. headings, graphics, charts, tables and multimedia) to 

aid comprehension. 

W.7.2.b Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples. 

W.7.2b 

 I can develop a topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples to support my topic. 

W.7.2c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

ideas and concepts. 

W.7.2c 

 I can use appropriate transitions throughout my writing to create cohesion. 

 I can clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts in my writing. 

W.7.2.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.7.2d 

 I can use precise language and domain (content) specific vocabulary to inform or 

explain the topic. 

W.7.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.7.2e 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style within my writing. 

W.7.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.7.2f 

 I can organize a concluding statement that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented through my thesis and supporting details. 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Evaluating a Persuasive Presentation (Pg 558-559) 
SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue 

under study. 

SL.7.2 

 I can identify main details and supporting details that contribute to the topic, text or 

issue of study of various media formats. 

 I can analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually quantitatively, orally). 

 I can explain how the ideas clarify the topic, text or issue under study 

SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of  the 

reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

SL.7.3 

 I can define and identify sound reasoning. 

 I can define and identify argument. 

 I can define and identify reasons. 

 I can define and identify relevant evidence. 

 I can define and identify sufficient evidence. 

 I can define and identify claims. 

 I can delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

 I can evaluate the soundness of the speaker’s reasoning. 

 I can evaluate the relevance and sufficiency of the speaker’s evidence 

  



 

SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 

with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.7.4 

 I can identify claims/findings. 

 I can identify important points. 

 I can identify appropriate eye contact. 

 I can identify adequate volume. 

 I can identify clear pronunciation 

 I can determine important points and pertinent descriptions, facts, details and 
examples. 

 I can sequence the following in a focused, coherent manner: claims, findings, 

important points, pertinent descriptions, facts and details and examples. 

 I can present claims and findings. 

 I can emphasize important points. 

 I can present information in a focused, coherent manner, including pertinent 

descriptions, facts, details, and examples. 

 I can demonstrate appropriate eye contact, adequate volume and clear 

pronunciation. 

Language 
L.7.1a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific 

sentences. 

L.7.1a 

 I can recognize phrases and clauses. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of the conventions of standard English grammar 

when writing to explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and in specific 

sentences 

 I can explain the use of phrases and clauses in general 

 I can explain the use of phrases and clauses in specific sentences. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of conventions of Standard English grammar when 

speaking. 

 I can choose phrases and clauses correctly in speaking. 
L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

L.7.3 

 I can apply knowledge or language when writing, reading or listening. 

 I can apply knowledge of language conventions when writing, reading, or listening. 

L.7.3a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and 

eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

L.7.3a 

 I can use precise and concise language in order to eliminate wordiness and 

redundancy when writing. 

L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 

L.7.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s  position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase 

L.7.4a 

• I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases by using context as a clue to word meaning. 

L.7.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech 

L.7.4c 

 I can use print and digital reference materials to: find pronunciations, determine or 

clarify precise meanings, and identify a word’s part of speech. 

 I can recognize strategies for finding meanings of unknown words. 

L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.7.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 



 

Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Types of Nonfiction (Weeks 28-30) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  Word Study  Writing  Vocabulary  

Reading Focus:   Communication Workshop: 

Evaluating a Persuasive 

Presentation  

  

  

  

SSR: As required in RCS  Roots:  

-leg-  

-peti-  

-vers-  

-sol-  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop: 

Informative Text: 

Comparison-Contrast Essay  

  

Writing Trait:   

Word Choice: Revising Errors 

in Adjective and Adverb 

Usage  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling  

Subjects and Predicates  

   Compound Subjects and  

predicates  

Academic Words: 

Fact and Opinion 

Diction  

Humor  

  

  

Fact and Opinion  Reading Model  

Reading Skill:   (15-20 min. DAILY)  

 Required Conferencing  

Fact and Opinion    

Word Choice  See page 567 for questions to  

Diction  ask when reading types of  

  nonfiction.  

Informational Text:    

Structure and Purpose  

  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Humor  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.490-567), Teacher Edition (Pgs.490a-567) 

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

More Assessable: All Together Now   (Pg.494),   

More Challenging: The Eternal Frontier (Pg.   500)  

 More Assessable: The Real Story of a Cowboy’s Life (Pg.510),   

More  Challenging:  Rattlesnake  Hunt (Pg.518) Reading 

for Information: Structure and Purpose (Pgs. 530) 

Comparing  Literary  Works:  Humor  

 Alligator (Pgs. 538)   

 The Cremation of Sam McGee (Pg.542)  

Writing Workshop: Informative Text: Comparison-Contrast Essay (Pgs.548-555) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Words with Multiple Meanings (Pgs. 556-557) 

Communication Workshop: Evaluating a Persuasive Presentation (Pg 558-559)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 3(Pgs.139-144, 160-165,178180,199 

204)*optional  

Test Practice: Reading:(Pgs. SE 528-529)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 3(Pgs. 216-221)*optional 

Cumulative Review: Pg.560-563*optional  

Performance Tasks Pg. 564-565*optional  

Benchmark Test 6, Unit Resources 3 (Pg.227-234)*optional  

  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

Persuasive  Essay  (Pgs.  SE   495)      

Word Choice and Diction (Pgs.SE 519)  

Comparing Literary Works: Humor (Pgs.SE 540,544)  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

From Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott(Pg.413)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org 

  

www.learnzillion.com  
 http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  
  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 

shapes the characters or plot) 

RL.7.3 

 I can recognize how literary elements affect on another. 

 I can recognize how interactions with setting and character can alter outcomes. 

 I can explain how authors use elements such as language choice or organization, in 

order to achieve their purpose. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice 

on meaning and tone. 

RI.7.4 

 I can identify the use of figurative language in a text. 

 I can determine the meaning of words and phrases by using context clues in the text. 

 I can analyze how meaning and tone are impacted by specific word choice. 

RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

RI.7.4 

 I can analyze the structure an author uses to organize a nonfiction text. 

 I can analyze how major sections of the text contribute to the whole and to the 

development of ideas. 

RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

RI.7.8 

 I can trace and evaluate specific arguments and claims within a nonfiction text. 

 I can identify how specific quotes or passages contribute to the argument or claim of 

the text. 

 I can determine whether a claim has sufficient evidence or reasoning to support the 

claim. 

RI.7.9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 

presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different 

interpretations of facts. 

RI.7.9 

 I can analyze how two or more texts by different authors shape their ideas through 

differing points of view and purposes. 

 I can recognize how different authors use evidence to develop different 

interpretations of facts. 

Writing: Informative Text: Comparison-Contrast Essay  
W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.7.2 

 I can examine a topic and convey ideas through writing informative and explanatory 

texts. 

 I can convey ideas, concepts and information through the selection, organization, 

and analysis of relevant content within my writing. 

W.7.2.a Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.7.2a 

 I can introduce a topic clearly; previewing what is to follow with the use of a thesis 

statement. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts and information clearly in my writing. 

 I can use strategies such as definition, classification, and comparison/contrast and 

cause/effect to enhance comprehension. 

 I can include formatting (e.g. headings, graphics, charts, tables and multimedia) to 

aid comprehension. 



 

W.7.2.b Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples. 

W.7.2b 

 I can develop a topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples to support my topic. 

W.7.2c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

ideas and concepts 

W.7.2c 

 I can use appropriate transitions throughout my writing to create cohesion. 

 I can clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts in my writing. 

W.7.2.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.7.2d 

 I can use precise language and domain (content) specific vocabulary to inform or 

explain the topic. 

W.7.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.7.2d 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style within my writing. 

W.7.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.7.3f 

 I can organize a concluding statement that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented through my thesis and supporting details. 

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.7.4 

 I can create clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience. 

 I can meet grade specific expectations through my writing. 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Evaluating a Persuasive Presentation (Pg 558-559) 
SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue 

under study 

SL.7.2 

 I can identify main details and supporting details that contribute to the topic, text or 

issue of study of various media formats. 

 I can analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually quantitatively, orally). 

 I can explain how the ideas clarify the topic, text or issue under study 

SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of  the 

reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

SL.7.3 

 I can define and identify sound reasoning. 

 I can define and identify argument. 

 I can define and identify reasons. 

 I can define and identify relevant evidence. 

 I can define and identify sufficient evidence. 

 I can define and identify claims. 

 I can delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

 I can evaluate the soundness of the speaker’s reasoning. 

 I can evaluate the relevance and sufficiency of the speaker’s evidence 

Language 
L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 

L.7.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s  position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.7.4a 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases by using context as a clue to word meaning 

  



 

L.7.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech 

L.7.4c 

 I can use print and digital reference materials to: find pronunciations, determine or 

clarify precise meanings, and identify a word’s part of speech. 

 I can recognize strategies for finding meanings of unknown words 

L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.7.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 

L7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

L.7.4b 

• I can identify grade appropriate roots and affixes. 

• I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 

phrases by using Greek and Latin affixed roots as clues to word meaning. 

L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  



Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools    Unit: 
Themes in Oral Tradition (Weeks 31-33) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  Word Study  Writing  Vocabulary  

Reading Focus: 

Cause & Effect  

  

Reading Skill: Literature:  

Ask questions to Analyze  

  

  Cause and Effect  

  

Reread to Look for 

Connections between Cause 

and Effect  

  

Myth  

Legend and Fact 

Informational Text: 

Analyze Cause and Effect 

Organization  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Universal Themes  

Communication Workshop:  

Research Presentation  

  

  

Extension Activities:   

Debate Or Persuasive Speech  

  

  

  

  

SSR: As required in RCS 

Reading Model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 1061 for questions 

to ask when reading types of 

oral traditions.  

Roots:  

-vac-  

-dom- 

Prefix: 

Out- 

Uni-  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing Workshop: 

Informative Text 

Business Letter  

  

Writing Trait: Sentence 

Fluency  

Revising Incorrect use of 

Commas  

  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling 

Commas  

Punctuation Marks  

  

Oral Tradition  

Theme Stated/Implied/ 

Universal Theme 

Repetition  

Patterns 

Tall tales 

Myths 

Legends 

Folk tales 

Fables 

Epics  

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 899-987), Teacher Edition (Pgs.900a-987)   

 Choose one of the two selections:   

More Accessible: Icarus and Daedalus (Pg   916)  

More Challenging: Demeter and Persephone (Pg. 924) 

Choose one of the two    selections:  

More Accessible: Tenochtitian: Inside the Aztec Capital (Pg.938)  

More Challenging: Popocatepetl and Ixtlaccihuatl  (Pg.946) 

Reading for Information: Analyze Cause & Effect Organization (Pgs.960) 

Comparing Literary Works: Universal Themes   

The Voyage and To the Top of Everest (Pg. 968-973)  

Writing Workshop: Informative Text: Business Letter (Pgs.982-987) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Figurative Language (Pgs.1050-1051) 

Communications Workshop: Research Presentation (Pgs.1052-1053)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 6 (Pg35-40, 56-61,74-79,95-100)*optional 

Test Practice: Cause-Effect (Pgs. SE 958-959)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 6 (Pgs. 112-117)*optional 

Benchmark Test 11, Unit Resources 6 (Pg.120-125)*optional  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

 Myths (Pgs. SE 918)  

 Legend and Fact (Pgs.SE 941)  

 Universal Themes (Pgs. 970, 976)  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

The Travelers and the Bear (Pgs. 907)  OR  

Grasshopper Logic, The Other Frog Prince, Duckbilled Platypus vs. Beefsnakstik (Pgs. 908- 

910)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org 

  

www.learnzillion.com  
 http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.7.2 

 I can determine a theme/central idea in a text. 

 I can analyze a theme through an entire text. 

 I can provide an objective summary of a theme as it develops through the text and 

give critical details, maintaining chronological, sequential, and logical order. 

 I can support my summary of a theme through examples in the text. 

 I can analyze plot to determine how conflicts are resolved. 

 I can describe the author's use of literary elements. 

RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 

shapes the characters or plot). 

RL.7.3 

 I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

 I can explain the author's purpose of an informational text. 

 I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text. 

RL.7.9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 

historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use 

or alter history. 

RL.7.9 

 I can connect information and events to my own knowledge of the worked and 

personal experiences or to other text/events. 

 I can compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a real historical event. 

 I can comprehend how fictional characters can be used accurately to represent 

historical figures and the events. 

 I can analyze and understand how authors can use fiction and fictional characters to 

represent or alter historical accounts. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

RI.7.5 

 I can analyze the structure an author uses to organize a nonfiction text. 

 I can analyze how major sections of the text contribute to the whole and to the 

development of ideas. 

Writing: Informative Text: Business Letter (Pgs.982-987) 
W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.7.2 

 I can examine a topic and convey ideas through writing informative and explanatory 

texts. 

I can convey ideas, concepts and information through the selection, organization, 

and analysis of relevant content within my writing. 

W.7.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.. 

W.7.2a 

 I can introduce a topic clearly; previewing what is to follow with the use of a thesis 

statement. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts and information clearly in my writing. 

 I can use strategies such as definition, classification, and comparison/contrast and 

cause/effect to enhance comprehension. 

 I can include formatting (e.g. headings, graphics, charts, tables and multimedia) to aid 

comprehension. 



 

W.7.2b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples. 

W.7.2b 

 I can develop a topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples to support my topic. 

W.7.2c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

ideas and concepts 

W.7.2c 

 I can use appropriate transitions throughout my writing to create cohesion. 

 I can clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts in my writing. 

W.7.2.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.7.2d 

 I can use precise language and domain (content) specific vocabulary to inform or 

explain the topic 

W.7.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style W.7.2e 

• I can establish and maintain a formal style within my writing. 

W.7.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.7.2f 

 I can organize a concluding statement that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented through my thesis and supporting details. 

L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
SL.7.5. Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims 

and findings and emphasize salient points. 

SL.7.5 

 I can recognize claims. 

 I can recognize findings. 

 I can recognize salient (important) points. 

 I can determine which multimedia components/visual display options best 

emphasize and clarify the information. 

 I can use multimedia components/visual displays in a presentations to clarify claims 

and findings. 

 I can use multimedia components/visual displays in a presentation to emphasize 

salient (important) points. 

SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.7.6 

 I can describe formal and informal settings, qualities of formal speech and qualities of 

informal speech. 

 I can determine if formal or informal speech is appropriate in the context of a given 

situation. 

 I can adapt speech to a given context or task when speaking. 

 I can demonstrate correct use of formal, Standard English when speaking. 

Vocabulary Workshop: Figurative Language (Pgs.1050-1051) 
L.7.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

L.7.5 

 I can interpret figurative language (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythical allusions) 

 I can analyze text to locate figures of speech (e.g. personification) and interpret 

meanings in context. 

L.7.5a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in 

context. 

L.7.5 

 I can interpret figurative language (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythical allusions) 

 I can analyze text to locate figures of speech (e.g. personification) and interpret 

meanings in context. 



 

L.7.5b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to 

better understands each of the words. 

L.7.5b 

 I can distinguish the different types of relationships of words (e.g. 

synonym/antonym, analogy) 

 I can analyze the relationship between particular words (e.g. cause/effect, 

part/whole, item/category) for clarity 

Speaking and Listening: Debate or Persuasive Speech (pg. 933) 
SL.7.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

SL.7.1a 

 I can identify key ideas from reading material or research. 

 I can reflect on discussion topics using evidence from the text and/or research. 

 I can justify ideas and responses shared with evidence from text or research and 

modify when warranted. 

 I can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing acquired and prior 

knowledge of grade topics and texts. 

SL. 7.1c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments 

with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.1c 

 I can formulate comments, questions and responses based on evidence from the text 

of topic. 

 I can articulate personal ideas clearly. 

 I can pose relevant questions that elicit elaboration on the topic or text. 

 I can respond to questions and comments with relevant details, bringing discussion 

back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 

with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.7.4 

• I can identify claims/findings. 

• I can identify important points. 

• I can identify appropriate eye contact. 

• I can identify adequate volume. 

• I can identify clear pronunciation. 

• I can determine important points and pertinent, descriptions, facts, details and 

examples. 

• I can sequence the following in a focused, coherent manner: claim findings, 

important points, pertinent descriptions, facts and details and examples. 

• I can present claims and findings. 

• I can emphasize important points. 

• I can present information in a focused, coherent manner, including pertinent 

descriptions, facts, details and examples. 

• I can demonstrate appropriate eye contact, adequate volume and clear 

pronunciation. 

Language 

L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the grammar and usage when writing or speaking  
L.7.1a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific 

sentences. 

L.7.1a 

 I can recognize phrases and clauses. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of the conventions of standard English grammar 

when writing to explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and in specific 



 

 sentences 

 I can explain the use of phrases and clauses in general 

 I can explain the use of phrases and clauses in specific sentences. 

 I can demonstrate correct usage of conventions of Standard English grammar when 

speaking. 

 I can choose phrases and clauses correctly in speaking. 
L.7.1b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to 

signal differing relationships among ideas. 

L.7.1b 

 I can identify the three different sentences types. 

 I can explain the three different sentence types and how they are used when 

expressing ideas through writing. 

L.7.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

L.7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel) 

L.7.4b 

 I can identify grade appropriate roots and affixes. 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 

phrases by using Greek and Latin affixed and roots as clues to word meanings. 



Grade 7 ELA Robertson County Schools    Unit: 
Themes in Oral Tradition (Weeks 34-36) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  Word Study  Writing  Vocabulary  

Reading Focus: 

Compare & Contrast  

    

Reading Skill:  

Literature:  

Use your Prior Knowledge to 

compare and contrast  

  

Use a Venn Diagram to 

compare and contrast  

  

Cultural Context 

Folk Tale  

  

Informational Text:  

Analyze Point of View  

  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Tone & Theme  

Communication Workshop:  

Research Presentation  

  

  

Extension Activities:  

Story   

Or  

Television News Report  

SSR: As required in RCS 

Reading Model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 1061 for questions 

to ask when reading types of 

oral traditions.  

Roots:  

-myst-  

-know-  

Suffix:  

-ity  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop: 

Informative Text 

Research Report  

  

Writing Trait: Conventions 

Revising to correct use of 

pronoun case  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling 

Abbreviations 

Pronoun Case:  

Nominative/Objective  

Academic Words: 

Oral Tradition 

Theme 

Stated/Implied/ 

Universal Theme 

Tall     tales     

Myths      

Legends  

Folk tales 

Fables  

      Epics  

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 992-1061), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 988a-1061)   

 Choose one of the two selections:   

More Accessible: Sun and Moon in a Box (Pg   992)  

More Challenging: How the Snake got Poison (Pg. 1000) 

Choose one of the two    selections:  

More Accessible: The People Could Fly (Pg.1010)  

More Challenging: All Stories are Anansi’s(Pg.1018) 

Reading for Information: Editorials (Pgs.1028) Comparing 

Literary Works: Tone and Theme  

The Fox Outwits the Crow and The Fox and the Crow (Pg. 1036-1038) 

Writing Workshop: Informative Text: Research Report (Pgs.1040-1049) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Figurative Language (Pgs.1050-1051) 

Communications Workshop: Research Presentation (Pgs.1052-1053)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 6 (Pg. 139-144, 160-165, 178-183, 199 

204)*optional  

Test Practice: Compare and Contrast (Pgs. SE 1026-1027)*optional Comparing 

Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 6(Pgs. 216-221)*optional Cumulative 

Review Pgs. 1054-1057*optional  

Performance Tasks Pgs. 1058-1059*optional  

Benchmark Test 12, Unit Resources6 (Pg.227-232)*optional  

  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

 Cultural Context (Pgs. SE 993)  

 Folk Tale (Pgs.SE 1022)  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

The Travelers and the Bear (Pgs. 907)  

Grasshopper Logic, The Other Frog Prince, Duckbilled Platypus vs. Beefsnakstik (Pgs. 908- 

910)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com  

www.achievethecore.org 

 

www.learnzillion.com  
 http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.7.2 

 I can determine a theme/central idea in a text. 

 I can analyze a theme through an entire text. 

 I can provide an objective summary of a theme as it develops through the text and 

give critical details, maintaining chronological, sequential, and logical order. 

 I can support my summary of a theme through examples in the text. 

 I can analyze plot to determine how conflicts are resolved. 

 I can describe the author's use of literary elements. 

RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 

shapes the characters or plot). 

RL.7.3 

 I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

 I can explain the author's purpose of an informational text. 

 I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text. 

RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) 

contributes to its meaning. 

RL.7.5 

• I can identify the form or structure of a drama or a poem, such as soliloquies or 

sonnets. 

• I can explain how the drama or poem structure affects or enhances meaning 

RL.7.9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 

historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use 

or alter history. 

RL.7.9. 

 I can connect information and events to my own knowledge of the worked and 

personal experiences or to other text/events. 

 I can compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a real historical event. 

 I can comprehend how fictional characters can be used accurately to represent 

historical figures and the events. 

 I can analyze and understand how authors can use fiction and fictional characters to 

represent or alter historical accounts. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.7.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 

distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

RI.7.6 

• I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

• I can explain the author's purpose of an informational text. 

• I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text. 

RI.7.9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 

presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different 

interpretations of facts. 

RI.7.9 

• I can analyze how two or more texts by different authors shape their ideas through 

differing points of view and purposes. 

• I can recognize how different authors use evidence to develop different 

interpretations of facts. 

Writing Informational Text: Research Report (Pgs.1040-1049) 
W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.7.2 

 I can examine a topic and convey ideas through writing informative and explanatory 



 

 texts. 

 I can convey ideas, concepts and information through the selection, organization, 

and analysis of relevant content within my writing. 

W.7.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension 

W.7.2a 

 I can introduce a topic clearly; previewing what is to follow with the use of a thesis 

statement. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts and information clearly in my writing. 

 I can use strategies such as definition, classification, and comparison/contrast and 

cause/effect to enhance comprehension. 

 I can include formatting (e.g. headings, graphics, charts, tables and multimedia) to 

aid comprehension 

W.7.2b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples 

W.7.2b 

 I can develop a topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples to support my topic. 

W.7.2c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

ideas and concepts 

W.7.2c 

 I can use appropriate transitions throughout my writing to create cohesion. 

I can clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts in my writing 

W.7.2.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.7.2d 

 I can use precise language and domain (content) specific vocabulary to inform or 

explain the topic 

W.7.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style W.7.2c 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style within my writing. 

W.7.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.7.2f 

 I can organize a concluding statement that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented through my thesis and supporting details. 

W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.7.4 

 I can produce a clear and coherent piece of writing. 

 I can develop and organize a piece of writing appropriate to the task, purpose and 

audience. 

W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 

generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation 

W.7.7 

• I can access and use a variety of print and digital sources. 

• I can generate a variety of research questions, narrowing the questions down to one 

researchable question. 

• I can use the research question to guide my search through print and digital sources. 

• I can generate additional, relevant research questions throughout my writing process 

W.7.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using  search 

terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 

the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 

for citation. 

W.7.8 

• I can gather relevant information from multiple, print, and digital sources. 

• I can use search engines such as Google, Yahoo, and others to gather and filter 

information for use in a research report. 

• I can identify and gather quotes and data that help contribute to my research. 



 

 • I can cite my sources for research, and be familiar with plagiarism, and how to avoid 

it. 

• I can access the credibility and accuracy of each source I use for my research paper. 

• I can create a bibliography of information or sources based upon my research 

W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

W.7.9 

 I can draw evidence from literary or informational text to support analysis, reflection, 

and research 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Research Presentation (Pgs.1052-1053) 
SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 

with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.7.4 

 I can identify claims/findings. 

 I can identify important points. 

 I can identify appropriate eye contact. 

 I can identify adequate volume. 

 I can identify clear pronunciation. 

 I can determine important points and pertinent, descriptions, facts, details and 

examples. 

 I can sequence the following in a focused, coherent manner: claim findings, 

important points, pertinent descriptions, facts and details and examples. 

 I can present claims and findings. 

 I can emphasize important points. 

 I can present information in a focused, coherent manner, including pertinent 

descriptions, facts, details and examples. 

 I can demonstrate appropriate eye contact, adequate volume and clear 

pronunciation. 

SL.7.5. Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims 

and findings and emphasize salient points. 

SL.7.5 

 I can recognize claims. 

 I can recognize findings. 

 I can recognize salient (important) points. 

 I can determine which multimedia components/visual display options best 

emphasize and clarify the information. 

 I can use multimedia components/visual displays in a presentations to clarify claims 

and findings. 

 I can use multimedia components/visual displays in a presentation to emphasize 

salient (important) points. 

SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.7.6 

 I can describe formal and informal settings, qualities of formal speech and qualities  of 

informal speech. 

 I can determine if formal or informal speech is appropriate in the context of a given 

situation. 

 I can adapt speech to a given context or task when speaking. 

 I can demonstrate correct use of formal, Standard English when speaking. 



 

Vocabulary Workshop: Figurative Language (Pgs.1050-1051) 
L.7.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

L.7.5 

• I can interpret figurative language (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythical allusions) 

• I can analyze text to locate figures of speech (e.g. personification) and interpret 

meanings in context. 

L.7.5a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in 

context. 

L.7.5a 

• I can interpret figurative language (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythical allusions) 

• I can analyze text to locate figures of speech (e.g. personification) and interpret 

meanings in context. 

L.7.5b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to 

better understands each of the words. 

L.7.5b 

• I can distinguish the different types of relationships of words (e.g. 

synonym/antonym, analogy) 

• I can analyze the relationship between particular words (e.g. cause/effect, 

part/whole, and item/category) for clarity. 

Speaking and Listening: Debate or Persuasive Speech 
SL.7.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

SL.7.1a 

• I can identify key ideas from reading material or research. 

• I can reflect on discussion topics using evidence from the text and/or research. 

• I can justify ideas and responses shared with evidence from text or research and 

modify when warranted. 

• I can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing acquired and prior 

knowledge of grade topics and texts. 

SL. 7.1c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and  comments 

with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.1c 

• I can formulate comments, questions and responses based on evidence from the text 

of topic. 

• I can articulate personal ideas clearly. 

• I can pose relevant questions that elicit elaboration on the topic or text. 

• I can respond to questions and comments with relevant details, bringing discussion 

back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 

with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation 

SL.7.4 

 I can identify claims/findings. 

 I can identify important points. 

 I can identify appropriate eye contact. 

 I can identify adequate volume. 

 I can identify clear pronunciation. 

 I can determine important points and pertinent, descriptions, facts, details and examples. 

 I can sequence the following in a focused, coherent manner: claim findings, important 

points, pertinent descriptions, facts and details and examples. 

 I can present claims and findings. 

 I can emphasize important points. 

 I can present information in a focused, coherent manner, including pertinent descriptions, 

facts, details and examples. 

 I can demonstrate appropriate eye contact, adequate volume and clear pronunciation. 

 


